Any Old Mickey MouseRig Will Work
But you need to find them first
By Chris Clemmons

It seems tha every group ha goesto Canada has oneguy whoOshe practica joker or likes to pul _
funny dunts at some point during the week. In our @se tha guy is Ted, agentle giant who, if it hadn®
been for abumknee, prokably would have goneon b play some pro fooball.

Three years ago $x of uswere fishing forwalleye and pke a ore of Wilderness NorthOsemote
outpods. Thefishing hal been great, as dways, and dl three baatsin our @mp arived & oneof our
favorite sweet pots to fish togeher. Aswe settled in and garted to bat our lines, Ted, two bods over,
loudly says, Olonce wastold that just about any old Mickey Mouse rig would work on these
lakes.O We dl turned to look and sure enough, Ted puls a Mickey Mouse pole out of his duffle bag.
This thing cudnOhave been morethan two feet long andit had a pink jig with awhite twister tail tied
to theend oftheline

We rolled with laughter as Ted (with hisfive Ib. thumb) clicked the tiny buton on he reel to rdease his
lineandjig to the botom. The funniest part was that within two jigs of hisrod andaflick of his 15 inch
wrist, Ted landed achunky 19inch walleye. Four fish and a23 inch beauty later, therest of uswere
doing dl we could to keep from going oveboad from laughter. Here was a full fledged AARP
member the sze of an UV, usng afishing rod hesze of his pinky finge and outfishing therest of us
3to 1.

That stunt had to beore of TedOdest but, in truth, on@ you find te fish you relly donOheed to get
fancy to catch them in these waters. All you really need isafew dozen assorted jig heads some twister
tails and some miscellaneousplugs Butyou gill need to find the fish before you @n catch them and
sometimes tha can take a little more finesse, even in Canada

ItOseasy to forgd that 80% ofthe fish inhabit only about20% of he water. Looking a it from that
perspective, if youQe fishing a26,000acre lake like Whitewater, tha gives you @out 5,200 ares of
produdive water to fish and roughy 20,80 ares of unprodutive water. ThatOsawhole lot of
unprodudive water that you could waste time fishing. Mog of usonly have threeto six daysto fish
we want to find the fish fast so we can gpend the rest of our tip rdaxingand, nos importantly,
catching.

So howdo you éiminae unprodutive water quickly and narow in on he best spotsto fish? You donOt
jug drive the boa ou to the midde of the lake and dart fishing. You look for ®mekind of gructure
thatOdikely to attract fish, such as points, reefs, weeds island clugers, sand flats or current flow. These
are great places to gart your sarch butthereOstill more to it than that. When you ind a@jood
lookingGspot, you dill have to find the spot-on-the-spot. In other words the sweet spot on the structure
tha mog of thefish will berdating . This can take more time than you hink because, amilar to the
80/20 rule of thumb for the overall lake, 80% of hefish on ay given dructure usudly only reate to
about20% of t. Thisisespecialy true in July, Augus and early September when fish are in tighter
schools relating © deeper structures. To putit ina nutshdl, mid and late summer fish can bea
chdlengeto find butonce you do fndthem, the fishing can bethe best of the season.

One of the biggest mistakes summer anglers make is to jus smply finda goodlooking $ot, drop he
anchor and gart fishing. They may, in fact, find the best structure on thelake butdrop their anchor 30
to 50 yadsfrom the sweet spot and rever get abite. When you find a good boking structure, use your



motor as atod for searching. Move, search, and fish dl, a the same time. Thiswill hdp you éiminate
the 80% of unproduitve sructureand find the more prodictive 20% fester.

Here are some mobile presentation techniques used by pro aglers to find the deep, 1540 foot spot
onthe-spotand honan on greit action quckly. Also, because weOrdalking éboutmid to late summer
and desp water, these are a great ways to find rophy pke as well.

Onegood preentation chaiceisto forward troll crank bats. This can beagood vay to find loose
schools of fish while searching alargeflat areain 12D20 feet of water. An SR9 Shad Rg or DHJ12
Deep-Diving Husky Jerk in dlver, blue orfire tiger are good doices. Sowly troll, & idle speed or
dightly faster, with éout 75 © 120 fet of linelet outbehind your bo&i YouQlknow you ae at the
right speed when your rod iip vibrates from the lureOsction and you knowyou have the correct
amountof line outwhen yourlure ticks the bottom every so often.

A second opton, aad nmy persond favorite for finding the sweet spot on snaller sructures, isto back
troll athree-way rig. Thiswill give you amore pinpoint presentation than forward trolling aank bats
and it will keep yourlurein the strike zone longe. So oftenin summer and exly fall, wedll find thefish
tighty burched on atiny piece of alarge dructure. Thethree-way rig will help youfind that tiny spot
quickly-hereOsowto do i.

First, you want to run 10 © 12Lb. test mono or fire line as your main line from yourreel. (Always be
suretha the main line from your reel to the rig is the strongest, then if you ge snagged, you wonOtose
thewhole rig and have to retie everything) Next, tieonasze 2 - 1/0 three-way swivel. Thenadd al2
- 24 inch droppe lineof 6 to 8Lb. test mono and, dgpending onthe depth you pbn to search, tiea! -
20z weight to the end of your droppr
line. (LindyO®No-Snagg Snkers, apendl
sinker or bdl snker all work well for this
rig.) Then, te a36- 48 inch leader of 8-
10Lb. Berkley Vanish Huorocarbon or
N monofilament lineto thethres-way
o SWiVel, And findly, for the meat and
§ potatoes porion of herig, adda J7 - 0
jointed Rapda, asze 1 to 2 Qum-Drop
floaingjig w/ live bat, or aNorthland
Baitfish HoaOn Bin Harness & night
crawler.

After youOreigged, find oneof those goad-looking drudtures tha we talked aout earlier and locate the
deeper water surrounding it. (Depending an the spot and the lake, the degp water coud rangefrom 20-
50 feet.) Now, putyour motor in reverse and gart to back troll your three-way rig. Use your notorOs
gear-shift lever to kick the motor in and aut of gear to maintain batom contact with your snker. (For
optimal control of your rig, try to keep your main linea a35- 45 degree anglein the water.)
Methodically back troll your rig back & forth in an (3Opattern aroundthe structure. Sowly work your
way shdlower, while keeping an eye on your locator for fish.

When you e anice pod of fish on your bcator and et a srike, immediately throw a marker ou, turn
theboa around and meke a couple more passes with your rg. If you gé bit acoude moretimes,
chances are youOvéoundthe dusgve spot-on-the-spot.



NowOsghetime to drop youranchorand \ertical jig, cast orrun adip bobter. It Wor]OreaIIy matter
what lure you u® because youOr doneyour work, found hefish and, & this point, Gany old Mickey
Mouse rig will work.O



